
When looking back on my childhood, I don’t see it in a positive light. It was obvious

from day one there was an issue with the family’s financial situation. Both of my parents were

(and still are) consistently working blue-collar jobs. Money was short and the source of

innumerable arguments between my parents that would last for hours. Watching my parents

struggle to provide was difficult, but it embedded an important lesson in me.

This lesson, “All work has dignity”,  carries profound significance for me. No matter the

position or situation we find ourselves in, we should endeavor to do our job correctly. It’s

something I believe applies to me everyday. Currently, I work two jobs in my community- one at

the Julian Gold Rush Hotel(2017-2022) and the other at the Julian Cider Mill(2021-2022).  At

the same time, I work hard to maintain a high GPA, and I’ve taken every AP course my school

has to offer. I was a part of and captain of the Julian Varsity Cheerleaders for four years and

served on the school ASB as class VP. Out of all of these activities though, the one I’m most

grateful for is FFA. I began with 4H in 2014 serving as the club president, then joined FFA in

2018. The program taught me the importance of responsibility, work ethic, and leadership

through community service activities, livestock SAE projects, and more. Without it, I wouldn’t

have realized that my true passion is caring for animals.

I’ve decided to take this passion and turn it into my career. I plan to attend Butte

Community College to obtain my associates and transfer to Chico State, where I’ll get my

Bachelors in Animal Nutrition. I’m motivated and confident that I’m capable of this because of

the values that FFA and my family imparted with me. It’s what shaped me into the roles I play in

my community today, and the roles I’ll play in my future.


